Dear Fellow EOD Community Members:
Here’s the latest update for the 2011 Convention. Things are starting to shape up and I believe this will be one of the best conventions we’ve ever had. Today, I was able to arrange for a visit to the Oregon National Guard Biak Training Center, a combined program that offers live training exercises for troops deploying to combat zones and a virtual reality program that is amazing. You can “fire” a number of weapons, including the M-16, M-4 Carbine, M-240 Saw machine gun, grenade launcher and various shoulder-fired rockets. You will also have the ability to “drive” an M-1 Abrams tank in a combat environment. The guys who run this program are very excited about our coming and will also arrange for a demonstration about how they identify and defeat IEDs. For our enjoyment, they will blow some things up.
During the evening of September 15, NATEODA/VEVA member John Merwin (Dugway Proving Grounds; 170th Ord. Det) and his wife, Paula, will host a catered dinner at their ranch in Prineville, about thirty miles from the hotel. A bus will transport members without their own cars. On the evening of the 17th, we will have our banquet and awards ceremony at the hotel and the dinner will be an incredible buffet with several entrees and lots of other delicious goodies. There will be cash bar. I’m still working on the keynote speaker. One afternoon, yet to be determined, we will take folks who want to do some shopping to both historic downtown Bend and to the Old Mill District. If there is enough interest, we can also take a group to the High Desert Museum which offers a wonderful array of exhibits about the archaeological and paleontology of the Oregon high desert. There is a great program with many of our local birds of prey, including bald eagles, hawks, falcons and owls. 

For those of you who will come in RVs and campers, I have determined that the best site is Crown Villa RV Resort. Their rates are from $39 - $59 a day and they have everything—complete hookups, WI-FI, two lounges and showers. Management suggests you make reservations by mid-July. If we get ten or more people, they will give us a 10% discount. So, please let me know as soon as possible if you think you will attend and bring your RV or camper. Their phone number is 541-388-1131 and the web site is at www.crownvillaresort.com.  If you’re going to camp, either with a camper or tent, Tumalo State Park is a short distance from the hotel and is a lovely place. Sites are $16 -44. The reservation number is 800-452-5687. Reservations can also be made at www.oregonstateparks.org. If you want to have a golf tournament on the hotel’s beautiful course, you would need to come in on the 13th so I can schedule the tournament for the morning of the 14th. Please let me know if you are interested. In addition, for those who are here by the 13th, my wife and I will have a BBQ at our place located at Crooked River Ranch. From our front yard, you will have amazing views of the Cascade Mountains.

I know that it’s early, but if you believe that you will probably attend, I would like to know as soon as possible so that I can begin to plan for things like the size of the bus to get, how many would be attending the event at the Merwin’s (so they can plan the event) and getting discounts for the bus and the RV Park. If you want to talk to me, you can reach me at 541-504-5407.

Stu Steinberg

