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NATIONAL EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL


      ASSOCIATION (NATEODA)


 USA         USMC                      USN            USAF



   PO Box 600, Southwick, MA 01077




      Tel: 413-569-5040


       Email: nateoda@verizon.net



 Web Site: www.nateoda.org
Dear Fellow EOD Community Members:

You are receiving this email or letter (because we do not have a good email address for you) because we wanted to let you know about the 2011 NATEODA/VEVA Convention. If you do not wish to have any further correspondence, or do not want to provide your email address, please email me at jackdiamondback@gmail.com, or call me at 541-604-0963.  

This is the first of what will be a series of emails and letters (for those without email) regarding the National EOD Association/Vietnam EOD Veterans Association convention to be held September 14 – 18, 2011, in Bend, Oregon. If you have never been to the high desert of Central Oregon, this will be a trip worth making. The convention will be held at the Riverhouse Resort and their web site is at www.riverhouse.com. The hotel is located on the Deschutes River, one of the best trout and steelhead streams in the country and you can, literally, fish from the back of the hotel. The Deschutes is part of the National Scenic and Wild Rivers System and is accessible from many points close to the hotel for some of the hottest fly-fishing in the country. Oh, yeah—for you golfers, the Riverhouse has a classy course and convention attendees will receive discounts on greens and cart fees. If you think you will come and bring or rent clubs, one event we might organize would be a tournament. So let me know if you think this is a possibility. If we were to do this, people would come in on September 13 and I would arrange the tournament for September 14.
The rates at the hotel are $102 for one person, $112 for two and $10 for each additional person. There is a room tax of 7%. The hotel has a great restaurant and bar with live music and there are numerous other eating establishments within walking distance. If you are thinking of coming in your RV or camper, there are two great parks in Bend, both within fifteen minutes of the hotel. I will send out information about these locations later. If you want to camp, Tumalo State Park is right down the road and has very reasonable daily rates, in addition to being located on Tumalo Reservoir and near Tumalo Falls. If you’re going to fly, Redmond Airport is fifteen miles from Bend and all of the major car rental companies are inside the airport. There are also van and cab services from the airport to the hotel. You can fly directly into Redmond from Salt Lake, Denver, Seattle, Portland (Oregon), San Francisco, Las Vegas and Mesa (near Phoenix), Arizona. If you book more than thirty days out, I noted that most flights into Redmond are under $500. If you fly into Portland, Oregon, it is even cheaper. There is bus service from the Portland airport to Bend for about $90 round-trip.
Downtown Bend is very cool and largely historic. There are great shops, galleries, restaurants and bars. Bend is also home to many first-rate destination resorts if you want to try a different location for golf. There are several horseback riding stables, white water rafting and dozens of great fishing locations on the numerous lakes and reservoirs located within easy driving distance. We are considering having several events for people to participate in, including white water rafting, a day-trip on a party boat on spectacular Lake Billy Chinook, the High Desert Museum, a trip to the Kah-Nee-Tah Casino on the Warms Springs Reservation, a guided horseback ride (that my wife and I will join on our own horses) and a shopping trip to downtown Bend and the Old Mill District. At a later time, I will send out an email with the various possibilities and ask people to let me know which they would like to do.

Even if you are not a member of NATEODA/VEVA, we hope you will join us for a great time in one of the premier vacation spots in the country and that you will consider joining NATEODA and (if you served in Vietnam) VEVA. Joining NATEODA automatically makes you a member of VEVA if you served in Vietnam.
Stu Steinberg 

PS:  Here is one of the premier spots in Central Oregon. This is Steelhead Falls, located on the Deschutes River near where I live, forty-five minutes from the hotel and a short 1½-mile hike from the road.
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PPS: Mike V: This is from our combined lists.
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Joseph  S. Jimenez - National Commander


Thomas R. Miller - Vice Commander


Henry C. (Bud)  Engelhardt III - Adjutant


Robert E. McDaniel  - Treasurer


Melvin Baker - Director


William D. Ramsey - Director


Charles E. Gilchrist - Director


Douglas F. Rhodes - Director & Cdr VN Chapter


Fred J. Puckett, Jr. - Chaplain


Richard W. Cross - Sgt at Arms


Stuart A. Steinberg - Legal Advisor


Henry C. Engelhardt III - National Publisher


Robert J. Bureker - Webmaster








